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Evaluating Book Resources 
 
Find a book record in the Library Catalog.  Different sections of the book record can tell you a lot about 
a book even before you track it down on the shelves.  Make sure to look closely at all the sections, 
including the notes, description and subjects.  
 
 
Book Citation 
 
 
 
 
 
Authority / Expertise 

1. Who’s the author, organization or sponsor behind it? 
2. What can you tell about their credentials? Tip: have they written other books on this subject? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Content, Scope, Authenticity 

1. What is the date of publication? 
2. Is there a bibliography?   
3. How detailed or in-depth is it?  Tip: how long is it? 
4. What are the subjects for this book? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Availability 

1. Is this book available for check out? 
2. What is the Call Number and location? 

 
 
 
 



Overall, would you say this is a source that you would use in your academic research? 
Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This handout was created by Pamela Jackson and Charity Hope.  It may be adapted, duplicated and distributed for educational, non-profit 
purposes as long as this statement appears.   
 


